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A THROUGH Chief, Requirements Branch, Reconnaiscance Group, CGS
Chief, Photographic Intelliéence Division, CIA
Murun-Tau Mountain Gold Mining, USSR

(1) ORR Requirement Io. C-RR5-82,403
(2) CIA/PID Project No. 320472-5

1. This memorandun is in response to the referenced requirement’ which

sks for a search of the Murun-Tau Mountains to locate a new village, an
ssociated gold concentration plant and an open pit mine, reported to exist in

he area.

2. The search revealed a new village near an area where extensive
eological exploration and mining is occuring. The village is located on
he southern slope of Murun-Tau Mountain at coocrdinates 41 29N - 64 37E,
nd consists of a housing area and a probable support base which contains
rarehouses, open storage, repair facilities and other unidentified buildings.
(see CIA/PID/IB-P-L431/65). Construction of the new settlement did not appear
photography, although the extremely

25X1D #o have been underway on _
poor quality of that mission’could have masked tents and small buildings.

25X1B ‘ A search of the area ncer the village did not' reveal the presence of
an ore concentrating facility. The unidentified building shown on CIA/PID/IB-
P-431/65 may possibly be used to perform hand-separstion of high-grade are

om waste.

25X1B There is no evidence of the pipe lines neccssary to supply water
amounts required to perform conventional ore concentration.

Ilo open pit mine wac obscerved in the vicinity of Murun-Teu Mountain.
cwever, an exploration cite was found near the new village at coordinates

L1 28w - 64 26E (CIA/PID/IB-P-L432/65). The densely striated terrain appearing
in the center of the above referonqod photograph indicates that an ore body has
been found. Several chaft mincc weare identified from the presence of head-
frames and dark-toncd spoil. A nurpber of the usuzal cupport buildings have been
built near the two chaftcs, but there is no sicgn of any rail or conveyor system
i transportinc ore from the minecd.
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The large building located between the two mines possibly houses
generators that provide electricity for light and power. Cable trenches
can be seen leading from the building to both mine sites.

This operation appears to be beyond the purely exploration stage,
and the two mines have probably just begun production. However, there is no
present indication of the type of ore being exploited here. o

2. The snalyst sssigned to this project was I o 25X1A
may be contacted on extension 2547 should you have any questions ragarding this
requirement. This memorandum and enclosed graphics complete this FTequirement.

Enclosures: o

2 Annotated photographs
CIA/PID/IB-P-L321/65
CIA/PID/IB-P-L432/65
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